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Congratulations to our December Stars of the 
Month, the Anna Baetjer Society from the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health! We want to 
recognize and thank ABS for their dedication to 
community engagement and for their outstanding 
service to our community through ongoing 
collaboration with our partners at Healthcare for 
the Homeless. Read our interview below!  

Can you share a little background about the 
Anna Baetjer Society and its mission/goals?   

The Anna Baetjer Society for Public Health 
Practice (ABS) was formed more than a decade 
ago to honor the public health efforts of Dr. Anna 
M. Baetjer, a pioneer in occupational health and 
industrial hygiene. She was known for her 
research on many toxic environmental exposures, 
notably chromium and its relationship with lung 
cancer. She was not only the first female faculty 
member of the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene 
& Public Health but was also the first female 
President of the American Industrial Hygiene 
Association. Moreover, she established the first 
research and training program in environmental 
toxicology in the United States in 1963 and was 

an Advisor to numerous agencies including the 
National Research Council. Throughout her 
career, Dr. Baetjer inspired students and 
emphasized the importance of community 
engagement to better health outcomes.  

The members of the Anna Baetjer Society are as 
diverse as the field of public health and we wish 
to meet the health needs of communities both 
on- and off-campus through direct engagement. 
Our organizational goals include: 

- Enhancing the health of communities in which 
we live and work in, including Baltimore, through 
service  
- Supplementing our educational experiences 
through extracurricular activities nurturing the 
interests of our members 
- Building professional networks and supporting 
one another in our public health endeavors in the 
years to come 

We hope to walk in the shoes of Dr. Baetjer by 
engaging students in public health practice and 
providing a platform for students to be inspired 
to be future public health leaders.

Anna Baetjer Society 
Bloomberg School of Public Health
Pictured above from L to R: Alizay Jalisi (Community Engagement), Prutha Patel (Secretary), Premikha M (President), Sannidhi Joshipura (Public 
Affairs/Webmaster), Theresa Fang (Events), Jahnavi Gupta (S.W.E.E.T Seminar Series) and Jamiko Rose (Vice President)



What made you want to get involved with the 
Anna Baetjer Society? 

Premika M (President): I was inspired by Dr 
Baetjer’s life story, achievements and how she 
stepped up to lead in the field of public health 
which was heavily dominated by males back then. 
Having served various communities for 15 years, 
Dr Baetjer’s approach to engaging communities 
to promote public health resonated with me 
strongly. This motivated me to step up as 
President, spread Dr Baetjer’s principles and 
encourage my team to spearhead public health 
events that were close to our hearts. 

Alizay Jalisi (Community Engagement Co-
Chair): As a Baltimore native and Hopkins 
alumna (KSAS ‘18), I was drawn to the Anna 
Baetjer Society’s focus on enhancing the health of 
local communities through service. I see my work 
with ABS and SOURCE as an avenue for my peers 
and I to apply a health equity- and justice-
oriented praxis to engage head-on with local 
issues and give back to a city that has given us so 
much.”  

Can you speak on your recent S.W.E.E.T. 
Seminar Series?   

The S.W.E.E.T. Seminar Series is an initiative by 
the Anna Baetjer Society to create an active 
dialogue on a professional platform for 
prospective and established public health 
professionals to talk about existing and arising 
public health issues. We enable those in public 
health practice to share their experiences 
specifically on how a public health issue of 
interest impacts populations, as well as to 
collaborate and ideate on potential solutions. 
This allows for cross-cultural exchanges about 
public health practice in various parts of the 
world. We recently hosted 2 seminars on 
Alzheimer’s disease and Disability Awareness and 
Advocacy. The former was an hour-long session 
with insightful discussions by established 

professionals in the field of Alzheimer’s; in the 
latter, student panelists spoke about their lived 
experiences navigating social and academic 
spaces with disabilities. After these seminars, we 
were delighted and grateful to receive positive 
responses from the audience about how we 
provided them with an open-minded, judgment-
free environment to share their stories and ask 
their questions about topics that are difficult to 
address in professional settings. We at ABS aim to 
continue to host more S.W.E.E.T. Seminars in the 
future to facilitate continued conversations about 
public health problems and collective 
brainstorming for public health solutions.  

What other service activities does the group 
have planned in the future to get involved in 
the community? Are there any activities where 
others can get involved?   

Through SOURCE, ABS has been able to cultivate 
a relationship with Healthcare for the Homeless 
(HCH). Our first event with HCH was during 
SOURCE’s Baltimore Week (October 2022) in 
which we screened Past Due, a short film by 
Khalid Ali that shines a light on Baltimore’s 
ongoing housing crisis and the role that HCH 
plays in serving folks experiencing homelessness. 
As a follow-up to this event, we have been 
organizing two group volunteering opportunities 
based on needs identified by HCH. The two 
projects will serve HCH’s 1) Food Pantry and 2) 
Syringe Service Program for clients in their 
Medication-Assisted Treatment program for 
opioid-use disorder (SSP-MAT).  

Starting in February, ABS plans to go to HCH one 
or two times a month with a group of volunteers. 
If you are interested in volunteering for either or 
both of these projects at HCH, please email our 
Community Engagement Co-Chair, Alizay at 
ajalisi1@jhu.edu. No long-term commitment 
required - we invite you to come along for one or 
as many or as few shifts as you are available.  
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How does your community work complement 
the values and goals of the group? 

Both on and off campus, we believe that our 
community work is an extension of our values of 
and goals for continued learning and sustained 
engagement. We are always looking to do better, 
though, so we welcome your feedback on public 
health issues of interest to you, service-learning 
opportunities you’d like to avail, and networking/
training spaces you’d like to see. If you’ve got an 

idea, feel free to reach out to us on social media 
or Hopkins Groups and we can direct you to the 
right board member(s).  

What advice would you give to other students 
or groups looking to volunteer here in 
Baltimore? 

Go to SOURCE! SOURCE is a great place to go to 
figure out what issues you are interested in 
helping to address and to find projects to 
support in Baltimore based on your commitment 
capacity.  

If you’re specifically interested in addressing the 
needs of people experiencing homelessness and 
would like to serve Healthcare for the Homeless, 
please reach out to ABS. 

Baltimore is diverse city with a complex and 
challenging history that influences the public 
health problems its communities tackle everyday. 
Baltimore is also fun, quirky and called Charm 
City for reason! As Hopkins students, we feel we 
ought to avail as many opportunities we have to 

enjoy the city, appreciate and learn from its 
people, and do what we can to give back to 
them. 

Thank you all for your commitment and 
service to our Baltimore community! 

How To Contact and Connect With ABS 

• Hopkins Groups: Anna Baetjer Society for 
Public Health Practice  

• Instagram: @hopkins_abs 
• Facebook: @annabaetjersociety
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